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WHAT  FRANCE IS THINKING

I TOUCH here on a rather delicate subject, and I shall
endeavour to deal with it to the best of my ability. It
will be neither easy nor simple.

When one has known France prosperous and freedom-
loving, and followed her political struggles, to know her
under officials nominated by the enemy, prisoned, pillaged,
and impoverished, her people having barely enough to
keep from starving, is to realise the material and moral
confusion into which she has been plunged.

France has known difficult times during her history.
Never has she known at one time, enemy occupation,
division into zones, exploitation, pillage, loss of provinces,
deportation of population, separated families, disunited
colonies, worthless money minted by the invader, a traitor
government, internal strife, Church leaders collaborating
with the enemy, war continuing despite a dishonourable
armistice, a middle class so unmoved, a food problem so
difficult, police so suspicious, the future so precarious, hope
so elusive.

.Could hearts and minds be other than confused and
troubled?

Every material progress has been turned topsy-turvy
in the century of light and progress.

The French have electricity, but cannot see by it; they
have gas, yet cannot cook their food; they have coal, and
are unable to warm themselves; they have railways, but
neither milk nor butter for babies; they have clothing
coupons and no clothes; they have transport, yet cannot
feed themselves; they have sick who cannot get medicines;
they have wireless sets, but cannot hear words of hope.

How can the rumble of revolt fail to grow more violent
as a result of the suppression it has known?

How will it shape itself, what will be the reactions of
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